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January 9, 2008
W CKS LAW REFORM NEEDED

Menbers of the Denocratic Mnority of the Rensselaer County
Legi sl ature support reform of the Wcks Law, a costly burden to
muni ci palities. According to Deputy Mnority Leader Keith Hammond,
"The Wcks Law was adopted back in 1964 and is woefully outdated.
It's tinme for the New York State Senate to nove forward on renoving
this costly burden fromlocal governnents."

The Wcks Law requires four separate specifications and
contracts for certain public work contracts over $50, 000. "I'n four
decades, the costs of projects have risen dramatically but the |aws
have not been updated to reflect those increased costs to |ocal
governnent," noted Hamond.

County Legislator Flora Fasoldt, a fornmer nenber of the Sand Lake
Town Board, noted, "This antiquated |aw saddles school districts and
| ocal governments wth cunbersone paperwork and regulations.
Reform ng the | aw woul d ease this unfair burden and, ultimtely, give
relief to |ocal taxpayers. "

Covernor Spitzer, Assenbly Speaker Sheldon Silver and Senate
Maj ority Leader Joseph Bruno had reached agreenent on Wcks Law reform
in June but the NYS Senate has yet to act. According to Mnority
Leader G nny O Brien, "Since that agreenent, state governnent has
screeched to a halt and this hold-up costs us dearly."

At the January neeting of the Rensselaer County Legislature, the
GOP majority would not agree to urge the State Senate to act on Wcks
Law Reform Commenting after the Republicans' defeat of the
resolution, OBrien said, "I"msurprised that the Republican Majority
of the Rensselaer County Legislature is confortable wth 1960s
regulations and not willing to relieve the burden on localities. The
GOP conpl ai ns about nandates, but aren't willing to bring relief when
gi ven the opportunity,” she noted.
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