N EWSRENSSELAER COUNTY LEGISLATURE
Office of the Minority 270-2892

Minority Leader Ginny O'Brien 434-3347 > Deputy Minority Leader Keith Hammond 283-3329
Flora Fasoldt 466-1703 % Peter Grimm 273-1500 % Kevin Harrington 330-9114 % Brian Zweig 326-3980

WWW.I ensselaer countygov.com

March 15, 2007
HARRI NGTON:  FUND SHERI FF OT

Menbers of the Denocratic Mnority of the Renssel aer County
Legi slature are concerned that the aninosity between the Republican
Majority and the County Sheriff may threaten public safety.

In a statenent rel eased after the March neeting of the County
Legi sl ature, Kevin Harrington, a nenber of the Public Safety and
Judiciary Comnmttee, said, "W are very concerned that a resolution to
fund overtinme for Sheriff's deputies was wi thdrawn at the |ast nonent,
wi t hout expl anation by the Legislative Majority.”

A resolution to anend the Sheriff's budget by taking $25,000 fromits
speci al nedical account to cover overtine, already incurred by
deputies from February 9" and through March 23,"¢ passed through three
commttees. It was on the Legislative agenda, until a Special Rules
Conmittee neeting, called nonments before the Legislature went into
session. A resolution to purchase a vehicle for the departnent net a
simlar fate. Mjority Republicans conpletely wi ped out the Sheriff's
overtime budget in their 2007 budget plan, considered by the Mnority
to be "conpletely unrealistic and unreasonable.”

"It is our duty to equip our |aw enforcenent officers wth the tools
to protect and preserve the citizens of Rensselaer County. There are
currently no funds in the overtine code for deputy sheriffs. Wat
does that nean when deputies are on a case and their shift ends? Are
they to say to an accident victim 'Sorry | have to | eave you here
because ny shift is over?'"

"I conmmend the Sheriff and his deputies for working under these
conditions. W need to give them enough noney to do their jobs which,
by necessity, includes sone overtinme funding."

Harrington is urging the Sheriff to turn over docunments that wll
provide a realistic future cost projection, so "we can nove forward to
assure public safety as well as cost efficiencies.”
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