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Democrats Call For Public Integrity Unit GetsBipartisan Approval

A Denocratic initiative calling for the creation of a Public Integrity Unit
in the Rensselaer County District Attorney’'s Ofice was passed out of two
commttees with bipartisan support and will be voted on at Tuesday's 6 PM
neeting of the Renssel aer County Legi sl ature.

The neasure, sponsored by District 2 Legislator Kevin Harrington, a mnenber

of the Legislature’s Judiciary Comittee, is intended to investigate
muni ci pal corruption throughout Rensselaer County and nodel ed after Al bany
County District Attorney David Soares' office. Harrington says he's

grateful the measure has earned bipartisan approval in conmittee.

Harrington noted District Attorney David Soares has partnered with newy
el ected Attorney Ceneral Andrew Cuonp to ensure that greater |aw enforcenent
resources are available to pursue such investigations within A bany County’s
jurisdiction. “I am confident that Attorney General Cuono’s nessage that
pursuit of nunicipal corruption is a high priority, applies to every county
in this State." Harrington hopes that a partnership with the Attorney
CGeneral could be formed with the Rensselaer County District Attorney’'s
Ofice and its “Public Integrity Unit” once created.

Harrington believes funding for such units will be forthcomng from Cuono's
office and, therefore, would not be a burden to county taxpayers.

"Renssel aer County government nust address all challenges to the integrity
of local governnent to protect the taxpaying public from acts of fraud and
abuse. | believe there is no better nechanismto serve as an investigatory
tool and deterrent than the creation of a Public Integrity Unit in the
Renssel aer County District Attorney’s Ofice."

"G ven the fact that a Federal Investigation is currently underway invol ving
a political figure from Renssel aer County surrounding activities within this
county, there is little doubt that a Public Integrity Unit could be a
val uabl e deterrent to acts of nunicipal corruption," stated Harrington.
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