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August 9, 2007

Pulse of the People
The Record

501 Broadway
Troy, NY 12180

Dear Editor,

The Democratic Minority of the Rensselaer County Legislature
recently introduced legislation to enhance tourism grants currently offered in
Rensselaer County. Regrettably, the idea was voted down in the Arts
Co?_lmittee by Troy GOP legislators, preventing the plan from becoming
reality.

We proposed that any revenue realized from the County's current 4%
bed tax, over and above the amount estimated in the Adopted County Budget,
go into a Tourism Development Fund. These monies would be dedicated to
offering tourism grants to municipalities and organizations. The grants would
be administered by the county at no cost to county taxpayers.

This Tourism Development Fund should not be confused with the I
LOVE NY matching grants currently in place. Rather, our plan would be in
addition to those grants and would encourage additional tourism projects
throughout the county.

Other counties use their bed tax revenue for the arts, for their visitor
and convention bureau, and for debt on the Times Union Arena. This makes
sense as the tax is raised from people visiting our county and using our hotels
and motels. However, Rensselaer County has used it to balance its budget by
putting the revenue in the general fund.

Our caucus believes strongly in the importance of investing in
Rensselaer County's tourism industry. We initiated the County's application
for Preserve America designation, helping to secure a  $23,075 grant to
promote historic and cultural resources. The Tourism Development Fund
would be another innovative way to grow our county's tourism industry,
benefiting county businesses and taxpayers.

We hope the Tourism Development Fund gets a second look in the
near future by the GOP Majority and County Executive.

Sincerely,

Members of the Democratic Minority
Rensselaer County Legislature

Ginny O'Brien
Keith Hammond
Flora Fasoldt
Peter Grimm
Kevin Herrington
Brian Zweig
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